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PURPOSE

The purposs of this lefter is To inform local districts of Chapter 64

of the Laws of 1981 which amends section (046 of the Family Court Act

to correct an outdated reference to a repealed secticy of Social Services
Law and to clarify Family Court Act provisions relating to The admissa-

‘biiity as evidence in Family Court child protective proceediags of child

abuse and maltreatment reports submitted by mandated reporters.

BACKGROUND

[n 1973, New York State enacted the Child ProtecTion Act. . This act
revised and consolidated the then several and widely separated sections
of that law relating to chiid abuse and maltreatment. AT the time of
this revision, the former provisions of the Social Services law relat-
ing to chiid abuse and neglect were repeaied, among them Section 583-a.
which defined those persons who were required to report "suspected or
actual cases of child abuse or neglect." New reguirements for reporting
child abuse and maltreatment appeared in a new Section 413,
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The 1973 revision also added a provision, in Section 415 of the Social -
Services Law, that wriftften reports from persons required to report were
to be admissible as evidence in proceedings relating o child abuse or
maltreatment. This provision in Section 415 conformed Social Services
Law To provisions in Section 1046 of the Family Court Act that had made
the mandated reports previously made under the old Section 383-a of the
Social Services Law admissible as evidence In child protective procesd-
ings. Through an overslight, however, the Family Court Act Section 1045
reference fo the repealed Section 383-3 of Social Services Law was not
amended to reflect the new reporting provision in The new Section 413
of tha Social Services Law.

Chapter 64 of the Laws of 1981 corrects this error by deleting the refer-
ence fTo Section 383-a and replacing i+ with the appropriate retarence to
Section 413 of Social Services Law, '

PROGRAM IMPLICATIONS

This amendment makes no change to current practice., The written report
submitted by a mandated reporter (DSS 2221) shail continue To.be admis-
sible as eyidence in child protective preceedings. The only effect of
this amendment to Section 1046 of the Family Court Act 1s to make clear
the already existing inftent of the law.

. RECOMMENDATONS

None
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