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The purpose of this release is to clarify local district
options in relation to procedures for conducting recertifications
of eligibility for Day Care. ‘These clarifications are in
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response to questions asked by local social services districts

“and Day Care advocacy dgroups. They address the Department’s
interest in making available the maximum accessibility to Day
Care services -in keeping with Department  regulations and

appropriate procedures.

The primary concern has been the practice of conducting

face-to-face interviews for completing Day Care eligibility
recertifications. The question was whether this was specifically
required. The answer to this question is that current Department
regulations do not require such interviews. Therefore, districts
are able to use any available method or mechanism to complete

the recertification process, as long as the general requirements

of the relevant regulations in Parts 404 and 415 of 18 NYCRR
are met. These include completing the recertification process
at six-month intervals and obtaining documentary evidence or
verification of dincome and income-related items. bay - Care
eligibility could not be continued for any person who failed
to meet or to complete the certification requirements.

Local districts have several options available by which

to satisfy regulatory  requirements. They may, for example,
devise a mallnout/mall in about verification of present status,

~changes since -the last certification or recertification, current
- income, . etc. Another  option might be to establish data

collection times or opportunities for collection of the same

kind of information in the Day care centers or Day Care homes

in which recipients have placed their children. Other options

may include districts outstationing staff or opening evening

hours for this purpose. And, of course, a district may continue
conducting Day Care eligibility recertifications by interview,
if it chooses.

The point of this release 1is that the Department does
not prescribe a particular method or mechanism for the
recertification of eligibility nor does a 1local district's
use of any particular method or mechanism require the
Department's prior approval.

Districts are reminded that the eligibility standards
in Part 415 and 404 remain in effect and that determinations
of ellglblllty, including recertifications of eligibility,
remain subject to review and audit by the Department, the Office
of +the State Comptroller and other authorized auditing and
review agencies. '
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