Transmittal No: 91 LCM 139
Date: August 8, 1991

Division: Famly and Children
Servi ces

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Preventive Housing Grants

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnment A - Initial and Continued Client Eligibility
Attachnent B - |nplenentation Procedures
Attachment C - Mddel - Letter of Intent
Attachnment D - District Allocations (all are on-1line)

The purpose of this LCMis to informyou about a new statew de denonstration
project involving the provision of housing grants for the purpose of
preventing foster care and to invite you to submit letters of intent if you
wish to participate in this denonstration project. Chapter 165 of the Laws
of 1991 establishes this Departnment denonstration project, the purpose of
which is to assess the effectiveness of housing grants in obviating the need
for foster care. The legislature appropriated up to $5 nmillion of the
Departnent's foster care budget for this denonstration project for the
current State fiscal year (1991-92). Any social services district subnmitting
a letter of intent will be included in the denpbnstration, pursuant to
Chapt er 165.

Chapter 165 anends section 409-a of the Social Services Law, Preventive
Services; provision by a social services official. It requires the
Departnment to establish the denonstration project, effective August 1, 1991

for the purpose of "providing special cash grants in the form of rent
subsi di es, paynents for rent arrears, or any other assistance sufficient to
obtai n adequate housing." The grants nay be provided to up to 1,000
famlies statew de, in an armount of up to $300 per nmonth per famly.
Chapter 165 is silent as to the duration of the subsidy for each individua

famly and as to the duration of the denobnstration project. Continuation of
the denonstration beyond the current state fiscal year is contingent on a
budget appropriation.

Chapter 165 sets forth requirenments as to the information which you nust
submit if you wish to participate in the denponstration project. A letter of
intent is required. The due date for subnission of letters of intent to the
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Departnment is August 23, 1991. The effective date of the denonstration

project is August 1, 1991. You nmay begin to authorize and provide the
housing grants imrediately, within the allocation in Attachment D, provided
that you submt the required letter and information by the due date. A

nodel letter of intent is attached (Attachnent C).

Along with the letter of intent, you nust submt a description of the
procedures you wll use in inplenmenting the denonstration project (we wll
require an assurance that you will conply with the inplenmentation procedures
set forth in Attachnent B), an estinmate of the nunber of famlies to be
served during the remainder of the current state fiscal year (i.e fromstart
up through March 31, 1992), and an assurance that you will conply with the
eligibility standards devel oped by the Departnent (Attachnment A).

Chapter 165 calls wupon the Departnent to establish client eligibility
st andar ds, including the following: "...a famly with nore than one child

and a family receiving or eligible to receive enmergency housing wll have
preference...; the famly is otherwi se eligible for mandated preventive
services to prevent the placenment or re-placenent of a child into foster
care, the famly has at |east one service need other than the |ack of

housing; and it is reasonable to believe that the provision of services,
including housing services, would enable a child to remain with his or her
famly." A full description of eligibility st andar ds is attached
(Attachnent A).

Rei mbursenment for the <costs you incur in providing the housing grants
pursuant to the denonstration project wll be subject to 75% state
rei mbursenent as are all mandated preventive services expenditures. However,
the housing grants will be reinbursed only to the extent that state funding
is available and only up to the maxi nrum 1000 families statewi de. Therefore,
we have devel oped prelimnary allocations of the each district's share of
the 1000 famlies to be served (Attachnent D). If you do not subnmit a
letter of intent, your allocation wll be distributed anong the
participating districts. Systens/claimng procedures are in Attachnent B.

The Departnent will be nonitoring this denonstration project for evaluation
pur poses, pursuant to Chapter 165. The evaluation will assess the inpact of
the housing grants in obviating the need for foster care and the fisca
inmpact in ternms of reduced foster care costs.

Questions should be directed as foll ows:

Pr ogram st andar ds/ procedures: Nancy Martinez, 1-800 342-3715, ext. 4-9581.
Systens procedures: Jerry Seel ey, 1-800 342-3715, ext. 432-2932.

Claimng procedures: Roland Levie, 1-800 342-3715, ext. 4-7549 or Marvin
Gold at 212 804-1108.

Joseph Seni dei

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vision of Family and
Chil dren Services



Attachnent A

Initial and Continued Client Eligibility

The fam |y nust be eligible for nandated preventive services to prevent
pl acement or re-placenent in foster care:

ofamly nust satisfy the eligibility standards for nandat ed
preventive services set forth in Departnent Regul ati on 18NYCRR
423.3, 430.9(c) or 430.9(d);

o child(ren) rmust be residing with parent(s), i.e. goal nust be to
prevent placenment or return to placenent in foster care (Chapter
165 requires you to give preference to famlies having nore than
one child).

The fam |y nust have at | east one service need other than the lack of
housi ng:

o famly nust have an identified service need for one of the
preventive services defined in Departnment regulation 18NYCRR
423.2(b)(4)-(14): day care, honemaker, housekeeper/chore, famly

pl anni ng, hone nmanagenent , parent training, parent aide,
transportation, clinical services, day services and energency cash
or goods.

It nust be reasonable to believe that the provision of housing grants in
conbi nation with other preventive service(s) will avoid the need for
foster care:

o the Uniform Case Record nust include docunentation of the specific
eligibility st andard under which preventive services are
nmandat ed, the service(s) needed in addition to the housing grant
and the service plan to provide such service(s) toward the goal of
preventing placenent/re-placenent;

0 each subsequent UCR completed while a housing grant is being
provi ded nust docunent conpl i ance with the standards for
recertification for mandated preventive services in 18NYCRR 423. 4.

The famly's housing situation nmust neet one or nore of the follow ng
criteria, as docunmented in the UCR and the UCR nmust document the
pur pose of the housing grant:

othe fanmly is honeless or is residing in an enmergency shelter,
hotel /notel or other tenporary housing (Chapter 165 gives priority
to famlies eligible for energency housing),

othe fanmly is residing in its own hone, in a roomand board
situation, or in the home of friends or relatives that exceeds the
capacity of such a residence as specified in | ocal I aws,
or di nances, rules or regulations or the famly is threatened with

eviction or there is an wunreasonable and unsafe degree of
overcrowdi ng as determ ned by the case nmanager,



o the famly has a honme but rent or nortgage arrears place the famly
at inmmnent risk of |osing the honeg,

othe family is residing in a hone which is the subject of a vacate
order, and/or

othe condition of the hone poses a health and safety risk which
pl aces the children at immnent risk of harm

The child on whose behalf the housing grant is being provided nust
continue to live with the parent(s); the grant nust be terminated upon
the placenment into foster care of the child(ren) on whose behalf the
housing grant is being provided, unless the anticipated date of
di scharge fromfoster care is within 90 days or less of the placenent
dat e:

o the Uniform Case Record (UCR) nust indicate the date of
pl acenment/re-placenment, the anticipated date of discharge, t he
reason discharge is anticipated to occur within 90 days or |less and
the actual date of discharge;

o if the child(ren) is not discharged with 90 days, the housing
grant nust be terninated on the 91st day of placenent.

The fam |y nust continue to reside in the housing wunit for which the
grant is being provided; the grant nust be terminated if the famly
noves out of the housing unit unless the district deternmnes that the
grant must continue due to new housi ng needs and that the grant, along
with the other preventive service(s) will avoid the need for placenent
or re-placenent.



Attachnent B

| mpl enent ati on Procedur es

1. Priority status nust be given to eligible fanmlies having nore than one
child and to famlies eligible for or receiving emergency housi ng.

2. Housing grants may be provided for the follow ng purposes:

rent subsi dies;

rent or nortgage arrears;

security deposits;

finder's or broker's fees;

househol d novi ng expenses;

essential repairs of conditions in rental or client owned property
which create a substantial health or safety risk.
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3. Housing grants may be provided directly by the social services district
or by a local public agency or private not-for-profit agency or
organi zation through a purchase of service agreenent and nust be paid to
the landl ord, nortgage hol der, extermi nator or contractor for repairs.

4. \Were a rent subsidy is being provided, the provisions of Departnent
regul ati on 18NYCRR 423.2(b)(16)(iv) will apply.

5. Were paynent of rent or nortgage arrears is being provided, the
provi sion of Departnment regul ation 18NYCRR 423.4(b)(2)(ii) wll apply;
this allows for a |unmp sum paynment of up to $1800, however no famly may
receive nore than a total of $2400 (the total available at $300 per
nonth for the remainder of the state fiscal year).

6. \Were paynent for any of the remaining itens listed initem2. above is
being made, the district may provide a | unp sum paynent of up to $1800,
however no famly nmay receive nore than a total of $2400 (the tota
avai |l abl e at $300 per nonth for the remainder of the state fiscal year).

7. The provisions of Departnent regulation 18NYCRR 423.4(1)(1) and (2) will
apply to all housing grants provided pursuant to this denonstration;
these requirenents relate to exploring the availability of public
assi stance to pay for the needed housing assistance and to notifying the
district's public assistance, food stanp and nedi cal assistance unit of
a famly's receipt of the housing grant.

8. Systens procedures: pen a WWS services case and authorize direct
service type 25 (nandated preventive). The POS nust be 27V (the V
suffix is to be used only for this denonstration project and only with
PCS 27). The POS |line is to be witten in the routine nanner.

The vendor should be entered into the BICS Vendor File with a Conmodity
Code of 06 (shelter).



Claimng procedures: Expenditures namde for housing grants provided
pursuant to this denonstration project are to be cl ai med on t he

Schedule G Services for Recipients (DSS-1372), line 8 - Housing
| mprovenents, columm 4 - Mandated Preventive (these housing grants may
not be provided as Non-Mandated Preventive). Admi ni strative costs are

to be clainmed on the Schedule D-2, allocation for O aimng of Gener al
Servi ces Expenditures (DSS-2347 -B) under colum 15.

For BICS districts, these paynments will be identified on the BICS
Conposite; O aimRF2A, Schedule G Item Housing |nprovenent Services.



Attachnent C

Model
Letter of Intent

Dear Deputy Comm sioner Seni dei:

The (county) Departnent of Social Services intends to participate in the
denmonstration project for the purpose of providing housing grants to prevent
foster care placenment, pursuant to Chapter 165 of the Laws of 1991.

In carrying out this denonstration project the district will conply with
t he eligibility standards set forth in Attachment A and with the
i mpl ement ati on procedures/guidelines set forth in Attachnent B.

An esti nmated famlies will be served in this denonstration project

during state fiscal year 1991-92.

Commi ssi oner
(county) Departnent of Social Services
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InterimDistrict Allocations:

Attachnent D

Maxi mum Nunber of Families to be Served per Mnth

Al bany

Al | egany
Br oone

Cat t ar augus
Cayuga
Chaut auqua
Chemung
Chenango
Clinton
Col unmbi a
Cortl and
Del awar e
Dut chess
Erie

Essex
Franklin
Ful t on
Cenesee

G eene
Ham | t on
Her ki mer
Jef ferson
Lew s

Li vi ngston
Madi son
Monr oe
Mont gonery
Nassau

Ni agar a
Onei da
Onondaga
Ontario
Orange

O | eans
Gswego

O sego

Put nam
Renssel aer
Rockl and

St. Law ence

Sar at oga
Schenect ady
Schohari e
Schuyl er
Seneca

Chi l dren
Served
1990
842
141
1121
289
98
303
174
54
162
103
506
570
574
1677
109
308
286
147
52

0
144
190
102
147
107
4130
98
628
534
264
2669
234
1205
170
509
363
117
481
978
328
166
903
175
62
162

% of
St at ewi de
Casel oad
. 011
. 002
. 015
. 004
. 001
. 004
. 002
. 001
. 002
. 001
. 007
. 008
. 008
. 023
. 001
. 004
. 004
. 002
. 001
. 000
. 002
. 003
. 001
. 002
. 001
. 056
. 001
. 008
. 007
. 004
. 036
. 003
. 016
. 002
. 007
. 005
. 002
. 006
. 013
. 004
. 002
. 012
. 002
. 001
. 002

Maxi mum # of
Fam |ies Per
Mont h *
12

N =
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w
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46 St euben 497 . 007 8
47 Suffol k 920 . 012 13
48 Sullivan 519 . 007 8
49 Tioga 336 . 005 6
50 Tonpkins 330 . 004 6
51 U ster 946 . 013 13
52 Warren 194 . 003 4
53 Washi ngton 338 . 005 6
54 \Wayne 264 . 004 5
55 Westchester 2164 . 029 28
56 Wom ng 103 . 001 3
57 Yates 67 . 001 3
66 New York City 45040 . 608 539

Tot al : 74100 100% 1, 000

* Each district was given a base allocation of 2 famlies; the renai nder of
the fanmlies to be served were all ocated based on each district's percentage
of the total statew de casel oad served during 1990.



