Transmittal No: 92 LCM 126
Date: August 19, 1992

Division: Famly & Children
Servi ces

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Federal Famly Unification Denonstration program

ATTACHVENTS: 1. Model Letter of Intent (avail able on-1ine)

2. Fund Availability for FY 1992 and Program CQui del i nes
for the Family Unification Denbnstration Program
(Federal Register publication for Thursday,

July 23, 1992, Part 111, Departnent of Housing and
Urban Devel opnent) (not avail able on-1ine)

The purpose of this LCMis to solicit your interest in participating in
the federally funded Family Unification Denpbnstration Program whi ch provides
Section 8 rental «certificates to fanmlies who neet the federal Section 8
eligibility criteria and for whom|ack of adequate housing is a primary
factor in the inmmnent placenment of the famly's child(ren) in out-of-hone
care or in the delay of discharge of child(ren) to the famly from out-of-
hone care. The guidelines for the Fam |y Unification Denonstration program
i ssued by the Departnent of Housing and Urban Developnent (HUD) in the
Federal Register are attached.

New York State is one of the eleven states eligible to apply to HUD for
the Fanmily Unification Denonstration program and is eligible for
approximately 262 certificates for a total anmount of $10, 779, 425. The
Departnment is working in cooperation with the D vision of Housing and
Conmunity Renewal (DHCR) to submit an application for the Fam |y Unification
Denonstration program by the Septenber 8th deadline. DHCR has issued a
notice soliciting the interest of local public housing admnistrators in
participating in the program
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The Famly Unification Denobnstration programw ||l require coordination
between the public child welfare agency (i.e., the social services district)
and t he | ocal public housi ng authority or local Section 8
Adm ni strator. Social Services district responsibilities include the
fol | owi ng:

(1) providing witten certification to the local public housi ng
authority or local Section 8 Adm nistrator that a famly neets the
criteria for immnent placement of children or delay in the
discharge of <children due to the lack of adequate housing as a
primary factor.

(2) Establishing and inplenenting a system to identify eligible
famlies wthin the agency's caseload and reviewing referrals from
the local public housi ng authority or | ocal Section 8
Admi ni strator.

(3) Conmitting sufficient staff resources to ensure that eligible
famlies are identified and the certification process conpleted in
a tinely nanner.

Local public housi ng authority or | ocal Section 8 Admnistrator
responsibilities include the follow ng:

(1) Reviewing the Section 8 waiting list to identify fanilies that may
be eligible for the programand referring themto the public «child
wel fare agency for a determnation of eligibility.

(2) Determning whether famlies referred by the public child welfare
agency are eligible for Section 8 assistance.

(3) Administering the Famly Unification Section 8 rental certificate
program

Both the local public housing authority or |local Section 8 Adm nistrator
and the social service district nust agree to cooperate with and provide
requested data to the HUD office having responsibility for the program
eval uati on.

The Departnent will be applying the eligibility standards utilized for
the provision of housing services to discharge a child fromfoster care
pursuant to Section 430.9(i)(2) of Departnent regulations and those utilized
for the preventive housing grant denonstration program to prevent foster
care placenent pursuant to 91 LCM 139. Lack of adequate housing is defined
in the programguidelines as a situation in which a famly is living in
substandard housing or is or will be involuntarily displaced froma housing
unit pursuant to federal regulations.
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W encourage you to participate in this program as it offers an
opportunity to neet the housing needs of sone of your foster care and

preventive services famlies wthout expending |ocal funds. These
certificates cannot be used to replace current expenditures under the
state's existing preventive services housing prograns, but it is an

excel l ent opportunity to neet additional unnet housing needs.

If you are interested in participating, we are requesting that you
notify your local public housing authority or local Section 8 Adm nistrator
of your interest and submit a letter of intent to us by Wadnesday, August
26th. A nodel letter of intent is attached. |If you elect to participate in
the Fam |y Unification Denonstration program we nay be seeking additiona
informati on fromyou concerning |ocal need, your experience with the Section
8 housi ng program and how you assist famlies in |ocating housing that will
assist us in conpleting the application to HUD.

Pl ease direct any questions on this to Jayne Stillwell, Bureau of Policy
Pl anni ng, at 1-800-342-3715, extension 486-3448. Letters of intent may be
nmailed to ne or directed via e-nail to Jayne Stillwell (User |D 0fb090).

Joseph Seni dei

Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Division of Famly

and Chil dren Services



Model

Letter of Intent

Dear Deputy Conm ssi oner Semi dei:

The (county) Department of Social Services wi shes to participate in the
Fam |y Unification Program Denonstration Program pursuant to the federa
gui delines for this program Witten notification has been provided to the
| ocal public housing authority or local Section 8 Admnistrator of this
i nterest.

The (county) Departnent of Social Services agrees to provide information

on |l ocal need, experience with existing housing prograns, and assi stance
provided to families on |ocating housing which nmay be needed to assist the
Departnment and the Division of Housing and Comunity Renewal in the

application process and inplenmentation of this program

Commi ssi oner
(County) Departnent of
Soci al Services



